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notation slightly different from that familiar to this country.
Unlike some of his friends, however, his theological opinions
never brought upon him the official censure of authority.

In Portal Halifax at once discovered a sympathetic compan-
ion. His charm, his gaiety, his infectious laugh, his enthusiasm,
and above all his spiritual zeal impressed themselves upon all
who met him. Like Halifax, he had a mind which minimised
practical difficulties by comparison with ultimate ends, a char-
acteristic which was the strength, as well as die weakness, of
both men. 'That accidental meeting/ wrote Halifax, 'was the
beginning of an intimacy which has given me a friend such as
few men possess/2

The friendship was encouraged by Portal's superiors, in the
hope, Halifax believed, that it might lead to his submission to
the Roman Church, and with results that were very different
from these expectations. Portal became his frequent companion
on those walks in the hills which were the chief distraction of
that sad winter; and it was only natural that the conversation
should turn to those subjects on which both men felt most
deeply. Halifax discovered that his new friend was lamentably
ignorant of the history and teaching of the Church of England,
which to Portal, as to most Continental Catholics, was just an-
other Protestant sect. Halifax lent him a Latin edition of the
Prayer Book, expounded the Articles of Religion and drew at-
tention to the points of similarity between the Roman and
Anglican liturgies. Portal was surprised and interested. Presently
the talks gravitated towards the question of Reunion, to the
evils of a divided Church, and to Our Lord's will as expressed
in His High-Priestly prayer in the seventeenth chapter of St.
John's Gospel. Could nothing be done to mend the breach?
Did not/ said Halifax, 'the whole state of the world and of the
Church cry out for such an endeavour?'3 Portal agreed that it
did; and in the course of further conversations it seemed to both